FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

HOSPITAL CURES ITS OWN POWER CRISIS BY USING ALTERNATIVE
FUEL - BIODIESEL

Soy-based fuel and additive provides cost efficient, clean power for St. Mary’s
Medical Center, first hospital in US. to test new resource

Hospital officials say experimental fuel providing cost savings of more than
$100,600 annually

LONG BEACH, CA (June 00, 2001) - Developing new
treatnents for cancer or heart disease is quite comobn at
St. Mary's Medigal Center, but their |atest discovery has
nothing to doewith curing disease. St. Mary has becone the
first hospiktal in the US. to convert to a renewabl e power
source — 'a blend of biodiesel (a non petroleum fuel derived
fromsoy bean oil) and a unique additive that is saving the
hospital noney and inproving its em ssion | evels.

The power crisis in California has placed a grow ng
burden on facilities that use significant anounts of grid-
power, making them susceptible to rolling blackouts and
i ncreasi ng power costs. The hospital has begun burning the
bi odi esel /additive conbination to power its on site
generators and boilers as an alternative to natural gas and
di esel fuel

Hospi t al officials said the switch to the new
bi odi esel mxture resulted from an experinent that was
conducted with Suprene G| Co. of Long Beach.

“W knew that virtually any form of biodiesel would
burn well in St. WMiry's generators and boilers, but
straight biodiesel has never been able to neet strict,
Southern California emssions standards,” said Chris



Sellars of Suprene Q. “Qur additive reduced biodiesel
em ssions to well below the |levels for natural gas.”

“After a few weeks of fine-tuning gur system we are
now running conpletely on biodiesel and our em ssions are
| ower than they were last year when we were running the
sane systens on natural gas,” sai.d Mke Mathis, Director of
Facilities for St. Mry's dkdical Center. The new
fuel/additive conbination _©'s the only biodiesel-based
m xture to neet strict® AQW standards for stationary
appl i cations. “The swmtch to this new fuel has paid off
wth cost savingss and emssion reductions that far
sur passed our expectations,” Mthis added.

In addition to burning cleaner than natural gas, the
new bi odi esel system at St. Mary’s is also | ess expensive
Oficials say that the hospital is realizing cost savings
of 150,000 per year. The biodiesel system is wused to
generate heat, air conditioning, steam and hot water for
the main hospital and two | arge office buil dings.

“W are very excited about the advantages this new
fuel/additive conbination provides in responding to our
statewi de energy crisis,” said Tom Hadfield, President of
St. Mary. “This is very promsing for our colleagues
facing these sane chall enges.”

St. Mary Medical Center is a 539-bed acute care
hospital in Long Beach that is owned and operated by
Cat hol i ¢ Heal thcare West.



